
 

Practical guides

Useful practical advice for advisers and refugees on getting into teaching.

Overseas Trained Teachers - what you need to know (PDF) 
Department for children, schools and families 
This leaflet is for overseas trained teachers (OTTs), i.e. those who have qualified as teachers in 
countries outside the European Economic Area (EEA) and Switzerland. It applies to those who teach in 
state maintained schools or non-maintained special schools in England. It is intended to make the legal 
position clear so that schools, local authorities, employment agencies and other bodies will make it 
available to all newly appointed OTTs immediately on taking up teaching posts. Also suitable for OTTs 
who are already teaching. [November 2007]

Guides for refugees and asylum seekers (various languages - PDF) 
RAGU in conjunction with advice-resources has produced a new comprehensive guide for refugees and 
asylum seekers on education, training and employment. The guide is for refugees and asylum seekers 
living in England and Wales. This is also available in nine refugee community languages - Arabic, Farsi, 
French, Kurdish Sorani, Pashto, Somali, Turkish, Tigrinian and Urdu and can be downloaded from the 
website. [October 2007]

Jobs in education: A guide for refugees (PDF)
The Refugee Teachers Task Force has produced a guide for refugees who want to work in education. 
The guide provides an introduction to the education system in the United Kingdom; an examination of 
different paths towards becoming recognised as a qualified teacher; some advice on how to access 
courses, support and guidance. It is aimed at refugee teachers and other refugee professionals as well 
as agencies and professionals involved in advising and supporting refugees. [March 2007]

Refugee and asylum seekers: An education, training and employment guide for advisers (PDF) 
This guide produced by RAGU (Refugee Assessment and Guidance Unit) is for those advising adult 
refugees and asylum seekers (over 16 years) living in England. Its focus is on information, advice and 
guidance for education, training, volunteering and employment. It also touches on other issues that will 
have an impact on education, training and employment. Where it is not possible to provide information 
on a certain topic we have signposted to other organisations or websites that should be able to help. 
[July 2006]

Teaching in the UK: A guide for refugees (PDF)
This guide is written by Baden Prince, RETAS adviser for Education Action and provides an overview of 
the teaching profession in the UK and information on opportunities for teaching in different sectors within 
the education system in the UK. It covers the issues involved in requalification. This is of particular 
relevance for those who wish to teach in state schools. The guide gives further information and advice 
for anyone interested in teaching and related work. [September 2006]

Routes Into employment for overseas trained teachers (PDF)
This toolkit has been produced with the support of the Leicestershire Learning Skills Council (LLSC) and it 
the product of the work of a number of organisations based in Leicester. These organisations include 
Highfields Youth and Community Centre, Overseas Qualification Development Programme, Refugee 
Employment Project, Employment Initiatives Team at the Leicester City Council, and Leicester College. 


